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 Occupant seat belt use in fatal and injury crashes is considerably lower than conventional use 
rate reported by NHTSA. North Dakota’s 10-year average occupant use in fatal crashes is 
23%, and injury  crashes, 64%.  

 The distribution of seat belt use in crashes by age reflects a slight drop in use in the 18-24 
year olds and a steady increase with age, hovering at about 80% for 65 years and older. 
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 Observational studies of seat belt use in North Dakota have found 
that female use is higher than male use, and this pattern holds true in 
crashes. From 2010-2012, female use in crashes was 53% compared 
to male use of 47%. 

 Frequency of seat belt use of drivers in speeding, lane departure, and 
rollover crash types  is approximately 8%-17% less than those in 
crashes outside each category. Only intersection crashes reflect high-
er use. 

 Whereas regional seat belt use in crashes was uniform in 2002, the 
east has trended upwards and the west has demonstrated irregular 
use. The east 10-year average is 72% and the west is 66%. 

 

For more information contact: 

UGPTI, NDSU, Fargo, ND 58108 

Email: rtssc@ugpti.org 

The content of this report reflects the views of authors, they are responsible for facts and accuracy of the information.  
North Dakota State University does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, gender expression/identity, genetic information, marital status, 
national origin, public assistance status, sex, sexual orientation, status as a U.S. veteran, race or religion. Direct inquiries to the Vice President for Equity, 
Diversity and Global Outreach, 205 Old Main, (701)231-7708.  
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