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S eat belt use continues to be vitally important as a low‐cost 
measure for saving lives and reducing the severity of vehicle 
crashes. Communities throughout North Dakota participate 

in Click It or Ticket campaigns and high school challenges to bolster 
the use of seat belts. West Fargo is taking efforts one step further. 
On March 1st, 2009, The West Fargo Police Department instituted a 
new Seat Belt Enforcement Unit  to encourage  an increase in the 
proper use of vehicle safety restraints.  The emphasis of the pro‐
gram was to influence public perception and officer philosophy with 
an emphasis on enforcement.  Through the use of print and video 
media, the public was informed of the new unit.  Three patrol vehi‐
cles were also marked with seat belt enforcement team identifica‐
tion.  Additional officers were assigned to construction and school 
zones to watch for restraint violations.   

Seat Belt Observations 

Seat belt use was observed in West 
Fargo at the following locations: 
 
West Fargo High School at the NW en‐
try/egress to the school parking lot 
 
7th  Ave and 1st St E measuring traffic 
coming from the east 
 
Sheyenne St and 7th Ave measuring 
traffic coming from the south 

observations were completed on 
March 6th at the initial onset of the en‐
forcement unit activation, and then 
again, two months later on May 7th.  
Observations at the high school were 
done twice a day to capture arrivals 
and departures, and once a day at the 
two community locations.  Large trucks 
(i.e. semi‐trucks) and large van trucks 
were omitted from the vehicle count.  
Vehicle types consisted of four catego‐
ries:  car, truck, SUV, and van. 

 
The 

RESULTS 

Percent of Seat Belt Use by Vehicle Type 

75% 
72%  72% 70% 

62% 61% 

50% 
39% 

Seat Belt Use by Vehicle Type: A total of 846 seat belt observations were ob‐
tained ‐ 421 in the West Fargo community (WFC) and 425 at West Fargo High 
School (WFHS).  Table 1 represents the number of observations by vehicle type. 
Cars were the most commonly observed vehicle type (62%) while vans repre‐
sented 9% of the total vehicles.  Overall, drivers of cars had the highest seat 
belt use (71%) and trucks the lowest (42%).  A comparison of seat belt use by 
vehicle type at WFHS and the WFC is reflected in the above graph. 

Table 1: Number of Observations 
by Vehicle Type  

Car 530 
Truck 127 
SUV 116 
Van 73 
Total 846 



Seat Belt Use by Gender: Total observations over the 
two dates at all locations consisted of 459 male drivers 
and 387 female drivers.  Overall female seat belt use, 
73%, surpassed male use,60%.  Male drivers at the 
WFHS were buckled up more frequently than in the 
community at large (see graph). The male/female dis‐
parity in restraint use is consistent with that  found in a 
variety of safety restraint research. 

Seat Belt Use By Gender 
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Pre and Post Enforcement Unit Seat Belt Use 
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Pre and Post Enforcement Unit Seat Belt Use : Pre 
and post enforcement unit observations at the WFHS 
revealed an increase in seat belt usage from 66% to 
71%.  Use of restraints was not notably different be‐
tween the morning and afternoon drivers. Pre and post 
enforcement unit observations in the community saw 
no change in the use of restraints with the percentage 
measuring 63%. 

Conclusion 

 

North Dakota State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, disability, age, Vietnam Era Veteran's status, sexual orientation, marital status, or 
public assistance status. Direct inquiries to the Vice President of Equity, Diversity, and Global 
Outreach, 205 Old Main, Fargo, N.D., (701) 231‐7708. 

The content of this report reflects the views of the authors, who are responsible for the facts and 
accuracy of the information presented. This document is disseminated under the sponsorship of the 
North Dakota Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration. 

The Rural Transportation Safety and Security Center is a program of the Upper 
Great Plains Transportation Institute at NDSU. 

 Due to severe flooding issues in Spring, 2009, full mobilization of the seat belt enforcement unit campaign was 
  restricted as officers’ time and efforts were required elsewhere within the community.   Even so, West Fargo driv‐
  ers showed modest improvement at the aggregate level in their use of seat belts when post observations were 
  taken. This improvement is attributable to the WFHS student population’s increased use of restraints as the gen‐
  eral community demonstrated no improvement.  Throughout the spring months, the West Fargo Police Depart‐
 ment continued to encourage seat belt use through a variety of efforts. During May Mobilization, officers handed 
 out food and gas gift cards to drivers who were buckled up.  The majority of the gift cards were distributed around 

  the schools.  The WFPD also provided three demonstrations of the rollover simulator at area schools during May 

  and June. 

   
Seat belts are one of the most effective means of reducing traffic related injuries and fatalities. The West Fargo  
Police Department anticipates a sustained effort of enforcement and visibility will foster continued improvement  
in seat belt use trends.  

For more information contact:  
Laurel Benson 
Research Project Specialist 
 UGPTI,  Fargo, ND 58105 
701.231.8083 


	Issue brief: West fargo seat belt use OCTOBER 2009
	 WEST FARGO SEAT BELT OBSERVATIONS page 1
	 West fargo seat belt observations page 2
	Conclusion


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


