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NHTSA’s Three Key Areas

1

Vehicle Safety Programs

• Safe vehicles are a vital 

component of preventing 

collisions and the resulting 

injuries and fatalities. 

• The vehicle safety program 

includes vehicle research, 

rulemaking, enforcement, and 

data collection and analysis 

activities. 
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Highway Safety Research 

& Development

• Human choices and errors play 

a critical role in auto collisions.

• The highway safety R&D 

program includes research to 

influence driver behaviors to 

reduce injuries and fatalities on 

our roadways and develop and 

implement science- and data-

driven highway safety programs. 

3

Highway Traffic Safety 

Grants

• Highway Traffic Safety Grants 

are the foundation for NHTSA’s 

highway safety program.

• In addition to general highway 

traffic safety grants, other grants 

are available for occupant 

protection, traffic safety 

information systems, impaired 

driving, distracted driving, 

motorcyclist safety, graduated 

driver licensing, and nonmotorist

safety. 



Research and Program Development
Impaired Driving

• Alcohol

• Other Drugs

Occupant Protection

• Seat Belt Use

• Distraction

• Child Passenger Safety

• Heatstroke

Vulnerable Road Users

• Motorcyclists

• Pedestrians

• Bicyclists

• Micromobility Users

• School Bus / Pupil Transportation

• Older Drivers

Laws and Enforcement
• Speed Management

• Driver Education

• Licensing

First Responders

• Officer Safety

• 911

• Emergency Medical Services (EMS)

• National EMS Information System



CURRENT TRENDING DATA:
Fatalities by Person Type and in Crashes Involving Large Trucks

Percentage change of estimated fatalities from 2023 to 2024 are:

• Total estimated driver fatalities decreased by 3%

• Total estimated passenger fatalities decreased by 7%

• Total estimated PV occupant fatalities decreased by 6%

• Total estimated motorcyclist fatalities increased by 1%

• Total estimated pedestrian fatalities decreased by 3%

• Total estimated pedalcyclist fatalities decreased by 1%

• Total estimated fatalities in crashes involving at least one large truck 

decreased by 1%





NHTSA FARS



NHTSA Fatality and Injury Reporting System (FIRST)





NHTSA Fatality and Injury Reporting System (FIRST)



Countermeasures That Work (CMTW)

What is it?

Basic reference to assist State 

Highway Safety Offices and other 

professionals interested in highway 

safety in selecting effective, 

evidence-based countermeasures 

for traffic safety problem areas.



What Topics are Covered?

• Alcohol-Impaired Driving 

• Drug-Impaired Driving

• Seat Belts and Child Restraints

• Speeding and Speed Management

• Distracted Driving 

• Motorcycle Safety 

• Young Drivers

• Older Drivers

• Pedestrian Safety 

• Bicycle Safety

• Drowsy Driving



What is the Effectiveness Star-Rating System?

Stars Effectiveness

★★★★★ Demonstrated to be effective by several high-quality 

evaluations with consistent results.

★★★★ Demonstrated to be effective in certain situations. 

★★★ Likely to be effective based on balance of evidence from high-

quality evaluations.

★★ Limited evaluation evidence, but adheres to principles of 

human behavior and may be effective if implemented well.

★ No evaluation evidence, but adheres to principles of human 

behavior and may be effective if implemented well. 

* Based primarily on demonstrated reductions in crashes and injuries.



Creating a 
Customized Book:
Adding Book Pages



Creating a Customized Book: Adding Book Pages (continued)



Using Keyword Search & Filters



NHTSA & CMV Collaboration
Road Check and Click it or Ticket May 14-16

NHTSA Region 8 reached out to its FMCSA Division 

Partners to offer joint messaging for NHTSA's Click it or 

Ticket campaign as well as International Road Check.

The Region drafted a letter for DAs to distribute to 

commercial carriers, encouraging proactive belt use.

This campaign raised awareness for seatbelt use among 

CMV owners and operators during NHTSA's national 

high visibility enforcement period.



NHTSA & CMV Collaboration
School Bus Safety Week  Oct 21-25

• FMCSA and the NHTSA 

Region 8 offices worked 

together to raise awareness 

about NHTSA’s National 

School Bus Safety Week.

• Letters focused on valid 

commercial driver licenses 

(CDL) for bus drivers, 

endorsements (to carry 

passengers), and impaired 

driving prevention.



Ideas for 2025
• High Visibility Enforcement with Law Enforcement (Impaired 

Driving Focus)

• Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) at POE

• Teen Driver Programs
- Colorado Drive Smart

- North Dakota Driving Skills for Success

- Utah DOT Truck Smart

• Use of Traffic Safety Marketing Material (Multi-Focus)

• Use of NHTSA's SMEs: Judicial Outreach, P&P, Toxicology 

(Impaired Driving Focus)

• CMV Presentations at Traffic Safety Summit (Multi Focus)

• Traffic Incident Management (TIM)

• Invite NHTSA to CMV Jamborees/Events



TRAFFIC SAFETY MARKETING





SD CMV Creative Material



NV CMV Creative Material



Tribal CMV Creative Material



High Wind CMV Creative Material



SECTION 402 Highway Safety Program Grants

• Program Purpose: Provide flexible funding to States that develop a triennial 

Highway Safety Plan and annual grant applications to address State highway 

safety issues based on problem identification

• Eligible Recipients: 50 States, District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, 4 U.S. 

Territories, and Indian Tribes (through Bureau of Indian Affairs) based on 

apportionment formula

• Eligible Projects: Alcohol and other impaired (drugged, distracted, and drowsy) 

driving; police traffic services; occupant protection; traffic records; emergency 

medical services; motorcycle safety; pedestrian and bicyclist safety; speed 

management; and other safety countermeasures to address emerging issues 

of highway safety



Questions?
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