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Overview

• Data Overview

• Tribal Planning and Programs

• Successes and Lessons Learned
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Native American Fatal Crashes
In 2008 Native Americans 
fatalities represented 
11.8% of all Montana 
fatalities 

Historically they have been 
15-20%

Native Americans make up 
only 6.2% of the population

Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Data
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Montana Safety Issues - 2008
• Alcohol related fatalities were 45.9% of 

all fatal crashes
• Seat belt use in was 79.3% 
• Single vehicle run off the road crashes 

represent 56.3% of all fatalities
• Approximately 90% of fatal crashes in 

Montana are rural

Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Data
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Tribal Safety Planning 
“How do we work TOGETHER to reduce Native American 

Fatalities?”

• June 2005:  Tribal Safety 
Conscious Planning Forum

• April 2006:  Governor’s Tri- 
party gathering

• September 2006: Montana’s 
Comprehensive Highway 
Safety Plan (CHSP) 

• 2008/2009: Development of 
Tribal Specific Safety Plans

Montana

 
Tribal Safety 

Conscious

 
Planning Forum

 
Colonial Hotel Red Lion

 

Helena, Montana 
June 6 –

 

7, 2005

Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Planning
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Comprehensive Highway Safety 
Plan – Native American Strategies

• Data Sharing among Tribal, 
State, & Local Entities

• Cross-Deputization of Law 
Enforcement 

• Adoption of Uniform Traffic 
Codes 

• Law Enforcement Training
• Tribal Safety Plans for Each 

Reservation

Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Planning
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Tribal Safety Planning
Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Planning
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Tribal Safety Plan Format

1. Inventory of Existing Safety Programs on 
the Reservations

2. Identification of Safety Issues
3. Development of Strategies to address 

the issues.

Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Planning
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Programs and Projects
• Safe On All Roads (SOAR) Program
• STEP overtime patrols for tribal law 

enforcement
• Equipment and training
• Crash Data
• Prevention of Racial Profiling

Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Programs
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SOAR – Safe on All Roads
Goal:  Reduce Traffic Deaths & Injuries on Reservations

Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Programs
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Strategic foundation:
Messages to promote behavior change 

must come from within the audience 
communities and culture

Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Programs
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SOAR Coordinators
Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Programs
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Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Programs
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Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Programs
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Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Programs
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Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Programs
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• Training 
• Coordination with community 
agencies/organizations 

• Coalition-building with 
regional/community leaders 

• Data collection 
• Support for law enforcement 
• Advocacy for policy change 
• Recruitment of student 
advocates

SOAR Activities
Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Programs
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Other Native American Safety 
Programs/Projects

• Overtime for Tribal Law 
Enforcement

• Equipment Purchases

• Prevention of Racial Profiling

Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Tribal Programs
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Lessons & Successes
• Each tribe is unique
• Involve tribes in finding solutions
• Connect tribes with resources 
• Relationships are key – Active 

programs with strong Tribal 
participation

• Data is showing improvements
• Awareness of Culture and 

framing programs

Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Lessons & Successes



22

Respect the Cage
Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Lessons & Successes
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Tribal Safety Conscious Planning – Lessons & Successes

Respect the Cage
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Tribal Safety Conscious Planning  - Closing
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