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Commercial Vehicle Safety Center

• Goal is to improve CMV safety and CDL compliance through 
partnerships and research

• www.ugpti.org/outreach/cvsc/

• Commercial Vehicle Safety Summits and technical assistance

• Point of contact for universities, law enforcement, driver licensing 
agencies, industry, and associations to establish partnerships

• Provide resources and host webinars
• Growing Positive Traffic Safety Culture – Changing Beliefs to Support Safer 

Behaviors

http://www.ugpti.org/outreach/cvsc/


Western Commercial Vehicle Safety Summits

• Began fall 2017 through 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) 
grants

• 2018 Summit – Commercial 
Driver’s License (CDL)

• 2021 Summit – data quality

• 2022 Summit – work zone 
safety & distracted driving

• 2024 Summit – technologies 
& tools



Upcoming Western Commercial Vehicle Safety Summit

• January 27-28, 2027

• Downtown Denver, Colorado

• Spotlight success stories

• Resources, best practices, 
and partnerships

• www.ugpti.org/outreach/cvsc/

http://www.ugpti.org/outreach/cvsc/


Research Projects – In Progress

• Autonomous Truck Deployments in Rural and Northern Regions
• Explore various deployment options, routes, and practices
• Quantify safety, regulatory, energy, environmental, and economic impacts of 

autonomous trucking in rural and northern areas
• Autonomous Trucking Conference June 24 – www.ugpti.org/events/atc/

• Quantifying the Benefits of Creating New Truck Parking Spaces
• Conduct a survey of CMV drivers that examines behaviors when obtaining 

truck parking
• Analysis of different costs associated with truck parking shortage
• www.fmcsa.dot.gov/research-and-analysis/quantifying-benefits-truck-parking

• Development of Confidential Interview Protocol for the FMCSA Crash 
Causal Factors Program (CCFP) Heavy Duty Truck Study

http://www.ugpti.org/events/atc/
http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/research-and-analysis/quantifying-benefits-truck-parking


Crash Causal Factors Program (CCFP)

The CCFP is a detailed crash data collection and analysis 

effort intended to:

Identify key factors 

that contribute to crashes 

involving commercial 

motor vehicles (CMVs)

Inform countermeasures 

to prevent these crashes 

from happening

Establish a foundation 

for continued data 

collection, sharing, 

and analysis

Ultimately, the CCFP’s goal is to help reduce crashes and improve safety on 

our Nation’s roadways by pursuing a nuanced, updated understanding of crashes 

involving CMVs.
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Heavy-Duty Truck Study

2,000
Fatal Crashes Involving 

Heavy-Duty Trucks 

& Convenience Sample 

of Injury Crashes

2YEARS

of Data Collection

Target Start: 2026

CLASS7&8
Gross Vehicle 

Weight Rating 

(GVWR) of 

26,001lb +

30
Sample States 
Nationally Representative 

Sample
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Driver and Carrier Interviews

FMCSA will gather additional information in partnership with the Bureau of Transportation 

Statistics (BTS) through interviews protected under the Confidential Information 

Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act (CIPSEA).

CCFP 

Interviewers

Protect 

Confidential 

Information

Interviewees

• CMV drivers and co-drivers

• Non-CMV drivers, 

passengers, and/or 

pedestrians

• Witnesses

• Motor carrier managers

• Dispatchers

• Others

Example Interview Topics

• Scheduling

• Vehicle inspection and 

maintenance

• Driver hiring practices

• Driver compensation and 

benefits

• Distracted driving

• Truck stop/rest area availability
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Development of Confidential Interview Protocol for the 
FMCSA CCFP Heavy Duty Truck Study (continued)

• Can compare interviews from a single crash case

• Can compare with other data the CCFP collected on the crash

• Will provide an improved understanding of factors that contribute to 
fatal crashes involving heavy-duty trucks

• www.fmcsa.dot.gov/CCFP

http://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/CCFP


Questions / Comments?

Brenda Lantz
brenda.lantz@ndsu.edu

Thank you!
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