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alumni.stanford.edu/get/page/magazine/article/?article_id=57592 

Subjects watched a film of a car accident. 

Group 1 was asked: 

"How fast were the cars going when they hit each other?“  

Group 2 was asked: 

"How fast were the cars going when they smashed together?”  

The “smashed together” group estimated 5-10 MPH faster. 

Power of Language 



Power of Language 

Insistence that there is no proof by scientific means of a 

causal link between tobacco consumption and various 

disease entities such as cardiac heart diseases and 

malignant growth is no longer the officially stated 

position of cigarette companies.  

 

Cigarette companies no longer insist there is no 

scientific proof that tobacco causes heart disease 

and cancer.  
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2 Myths About Writing 

 

Myth 1: 

Good writing is somehow genetic or inspired 

Truth: Everyone works hard at writing (it’s like 

playing an instrument) 

Myth 2:  

There is an objective “correct writing” to which 

students should aspire 

“Correct writing” is not your goal… 
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Successful Communication 

 

Student      Faculty 

& Discipline 

Academic 

Paper Purpose Effect 

Key 
Elements 

Not “correct,”  

  but “meets the reader’s needs” 
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What You Should Do 
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 Read articles/documents (as a writer) 

 Identify hard- & easy-to-read sections & ask “Why?” 

 Get feedback from advisor 

 Set time – limit scope 

 Talk to faculty members about writing 

 Expectations & Experience 

 Get feedback from fellow students 

 Identify where writing “trips you up” 

 Form writing groups (task-focus / mutual assistance) 

 Use writing support on campus 

 

You Should: 
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 Graduate Center for Writers (GCFW) 

One-on-one sessions (also online) with writing consultant 

 

 TWO COURSES (also taught online) 

 ENGL 751 (1 cr.) – Principles of clear academic writing 

 ENGL 752 (1 cr.) – Individual work on major paper 
 

NOTE: Courses best taken when working on writing 
 

ALL INFORMATION ON THE WEBSITE OF THE 

GRADUATE CENTER FOR WRITERS 

Graduate Writing Support 
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A Word on Plagiarism 

 “This study examines whether workers of S. invicta are able to 

assist their mothers in colony usurpations. First we tested whether 

[queens] of S. invicta are better able to usurp colonies to which 

their daughters have moved. Second, we tested whether the 

effect of daughters on usurpation success is due to familiarity 

with the queen or to genetic relatedness. Aggressive behavior 

during these usurpation attempts was observed” 

 

Exercise from: Avoiding plagiarism, self-plagiarism, and other 

questionable writing practices: A guide to ethical writing  

By Miguel Roig,PhD 

https://ori.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/plagiarism.pdf 



Plagiarism 

Knowledge as Product 

 “aggressive behavior during these 

usurpation attempts was observed” 

patent sell 
Research findings 

as knowledge  
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Referencing Knowledge 

Reference 

research 

findings, 

analyses, 

connections, & 

methodologies 

that have been 

found or 

developed  

by others 

How do you know if you need to reference 

knowledge / information from literature? 

• Is it a specific research finding? 

Reference. 

• Is it new information in your field? 

Reference. 

• Is it commonly known information (e.g., 

the sun rays heat ocean waters)? No 

reference. 

• Do authors in your field not reference  

this information? No reference. 
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Plagiarism 

Words as art or specific expression 

“the effect of 

daughters on 

usurpation success 

is due to familiarity 

with the queen” 

If you use an image 

of a woman in your 

article 

Wording as 

specific expression  
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Plagiarism 

Do not copy how other authors “crafted” their 

information 

Leonardo Da Vinci’s 

Mona Lisa 

• Put information in your own words 

(you are making your own 

“argument,” not repeating theirs) 

• Think of whether the language is a 

specific expression (voice) of the 

author 

• Quote if you need to 
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Antibiotics Example 

http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=paraphrasing 

 



http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=paraphrasing 

 



http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=paraphrasing 

 



http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=paraphrasing 

 



http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=paraphrasing 

 



http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=paraphrasing 

 



http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=paraphrasing 

 



http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=paraphrasing 

 



Thank you 

Graduate Center for Writers: 

www.ndsu.edu/centers/graduate_writers/ 

Enrico Sassi, Director: 

enrico.sassi@ndsu.edu 

 

 



Some Online Resources 

Graduate Center for Writers: 

http://www.ndsu.edu/centers/graduate_writers/  

OWL at Purdue: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/  

Dictionary / Thesaurus:  http://dictionary.reference.com/ 

“Defining and Avoiding Plagiarism: The WPA Statement on 

Best Practices”: http://www.wpacouncil.org/node/9 

Online tutorial on paraphrasing, quoting, summarizing: 

http://isites.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=paraphrasing  

Reporting verbs (one of many such online sources): 

https://ctl.utsc.utoronto.ca/twc/sites/default/files/Verbs.pdf 
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