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Welcome and Introductions1

Today's Speakers

Craig Hurst
Manager,

Freight Mobility and 
Safety Branch

CDOT
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The Mountain Rules Partnership
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What is The Mountain Rules?2
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The Mountain Rules is a safety program that 
focuses on communicating and mitigating the 
unique challenges of operating a commercial 
motor vehicle in Colorado. 

We recognize the challenges of steep grades, 
changing weather conditions, chain law 
requirements, planning a safe trip and more. 

Our goal is inform truck drivers of these 
challenges and provide them with our best 
tools available to help them plan and 
execute a safe trip in Colorado. 

Identifying the Issues & Priorities 3
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Priorities 

CMV Crashes by Year
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CMV Caused Fatal Crashes

What is the Cause?
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Where Are Our Issues?
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I-70 Causal Conditions

Lane Violations

3,446 Crashes 
Since 2012
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Lane Violations

Lane Violations… and Then What?
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Human Contributing Factors

Our Challenges

Nearly 6 out of 10 CMV crashes on I-70 
involved drivers licensed outside of 
Colorado.

More than 9 out of 10 runaway trucks 
involve drivers licensed outside of 
Colorado.

How do we reach them?
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Path Forward

Our partnership in The Mountain Rules is key path forward. 

Continued industry engagement
Continued interagency engagement
Continued exploration of technology
Cross-state awareness of issues

The Mountain Rules Video 
Series
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The Mountain Rules Overview

The original Mountain Rules video was 
released in 2021.

The video was a general overview of the many 
challenges a driver may face.

Very positive feedback from the industry. 

A few companies requested video files that 
can be loaded into their online training 
portals for their drivers to review as annual 
refresher. 

We currently use it for seasonal 
communications and it is always on our freight 
website. 

Winter Driving
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Winter Driving

Colorado Chain Law on I-70 corridor
Active CMV Chain Law
How to know when chain law is in 
place
How to Chain up 
Changing Conditions
Suggested supplies
Speed
Giving others space (both on the road 
and to those chaining vehicles)

Mountain Driving & Hot Brakes
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Mountain Driving & Hot Brakes

Pre-trip, pre-trip, pre-trip!
Trip Planning
Low gear and engine or Jake brake.
Brake check stations
Brake cool down areas
Emergency Escape Ramps (Runaway truck 
ramps)
No Fee or Penalty
I-70 is not the only challenge

Work Zones
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Work Zones

Take extra caution
Speed
Colorado’s Move Over Law
Flaggers
Temporary Traffic Control Devices
Tools on where to find the information 
before you start your trip

Supporting Resources
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freight.colorado.gov
or 

freight.cotrip.org

Groups we have contacted via outreach  
- Our Partner: CMCA
- American Trucking Associations 
- Truckload Carriers Association
- State Associations 
- Transport Topics
- Freightwaves 
- Working with RoadDog Radio
- American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO)
- Western Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (WASHTO)
- Press Release - General Denver Media Outlets  
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Next Steps5

Discuss Ideas and Partnerships
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