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NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 

SPECIAL PROVISION 
 

FEDERAL MIGRATORY BIRD TREATY ACT 
 

GENERAL 
Work may impact migratory birds or active migratory bird nests. A nest is considered active 
when it contains eggs or chicks.  
 
Nests are active primarily during the primary breeding season for migratory birds in North 
Dakota from February 1 to July 15.  
 
All reasonable, prudent, and effective measures should be identified and implemented to avoid 
take. The definition of take in 50 CFR 10.12 is: to pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, 
or collect, or attempt to pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect. 
 
PREVENTATIVE MEASURES 
 
General 
If no active nests are present at bridges, reinforced concrete box culverts, or structural plate 
pipes; prevent migratory birds from building new nests and from using nests built in previous 
years.  
 
Preventative measures include securing tarps, fabric, netting, or wire mesh to the structure to 
prevent and discourage nesting. Additional measures may include hosing or knocking down any 
inactive nests or unfinished nests while avoiding take.  
 
Preventative measures may be utilized before, during, and after breeding season. 
 
Collect nests and nest debris and treat as agriculture waste. Disposal can occur by hauling 
waste to a permitted landfill or on-site when mixed with topsoil uniformly at the rate of 2 tons per 
acre away from water bodies and runoff. 
 
If a nest where birds are present is found; the Contractor shall have a qualified biologist conduct 
a bird/nest survey no more than 5 working days prior to starting work at the structure site. A 
biologist is considered qualified if they have obtained a 4 year degree from an accredited 
university in a natural sciences field and is employed as an environmental professional.  
 
If active nests are identified, cease construction or demolition and maintain a minimum buffer of 
25 feet around active nests to avoid take. The qualified biologist may adjust the buffered 
distance in coordination with the USFWS. Maintain the buffer as construction resumes until the 
nests are no longer active.  
 
SURVEY REQUIREMENTS 
 
The USFWS requires that field surveys conducted for nesting birds with the intent of avoiding 
take include documentation of the presence of migratory birds, eggs, inactive and active nests, 
along with information regarding the qualifications of the biologists performing the survey, and 
any avoidance measures implemented at the project site.  
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If the survey or other available information indicates a potential for take of migratory birds, their 
eggs, or active nests, contact the USFWS for further coordination on the extent of the impact 
and the long-term implications of the intended use of the project on migratory bird populations. 
 

Ecological Services 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501 

701-250-4481 
 

BASIS OF PAYMENT 
Include the costs for the removal and disposal of nests, the prevention of nesting, and bird/nest 
surveys in the price bid for the work at the structure site. 
 
Such payment is full compensation for furnishing all materials, equipment, labor, and incidentals 
to complete the work as specified. 
 


