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ND Traffic Safety: Oil Counties

Western North Dakota continues to experience an economic boom due to energy industry expan-

sion. Roads once used only for local access and agricultural purposes are now being used at high
volumes to serve expanding oil production. With this increased use, traffic safety issues are evi-
dent. Approximately half of the counties, within a 17-county area identified with oil production,
are above the state average for crash risk considering all crash types on rural roads (Figure 1). In
addition, the estimated cost of all traffic crashes in the region more than doubled from 2008 to

2012. The facts offered here provide a profile for the region to be used in identifying priorities and

increasing public safety.
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All Oil Region Crashes, Rural Roads

Citations: Rural Crashes 2008 to 2012
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Among crashes where citations were
issued, nearly half were care required,

which often involves unsafe behavior for
existing conditions.

Driver seat belt use is much lower in
injury and fatal crashes.

Seat Belt Use Rate in Oil County Crashes,
by Crash Severity 2008-2012
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Speed is a factor in roughly one-third of crashes considering both speeding and too fast for
conditions. Weather, despite registering a five-year low in 2012, is a significant contributor

when compared to other factors.
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Angle and rear-end crashes are the leading collision types in multivehicle crashes
- 37% each in 2012. Head-on and sideswipe hold a smaller share at 12% each.

Rear-end crash frequency has risen steadily over the past four years while head-
on crashes have decreased.
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For more information contact:

Dept. 2880

Fargo, ND 58105
Email: info@ugpti.org
Phone: 701.231.7767
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