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Standing Rock        Sioux Tribe

1. Work on Study to Improving Motor Vehicle Crash Report on Nine SD 
Indian Reservations.

2. FHWA Road Safety Audit.
3. Testimony of SRST to Senate Committee on Indian Affairs.
4. Third Annual SDDOT Transportation Safety Conference.
5. Managing Safety Along our Roadways
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Road Maintenance Structure

Combining Road Safety & Legislation 
equals a combination for funding to 
advance positive maintenance 
activities.
FHWA Road Safety Audits [RSA’s] 
provide documentation needed to 
move necessary maintenance & other 
projects forward.
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Improving Motor Vehicle Crash Reporting on 
Nine South Dakota Indian Reservations 

Study SD2005-14
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Improving Motor Vehicle Crash Reporting

Abstract - Crash report rates from tribal lands in South Dakota 
are generally low relative to the number of crashes estimated 
for those areas. This study sought to quantify the number of 
actual crashes on tribal lands in South Dakota for 2005, 
describe the barriers to better crash reporting from tribal lands, 
and suggest remedies. The research team visited all nine 
reservations and worked with law enforcement agencies to 
retrieve crash data for 2005 as available. A total of 737 
crashes were documented in some fashion by tribal and BIA 
law enforcement agencies, though only 52 were reported with 
enough detail to be included in the South Dakota Accident 
Reporting System. After visiting the law enforcement offices for
each reservation, the research team held a meeting with tribal 
and BIA law enforcement officials to discuss possible 
solutions. 
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Improving Motor Vehicle Crash 
Reporting

PROBLEM DESCRIPTION - The motor 
vehicle fatality rate among Native Americans 
in South Dakota is more than three times 
the rate of others in South Dakota. Total 
fatalities among Native Americans account 
for over a quarter of all traffic crash fatalities 
in South Dakota from 2001-2005.1 At the 
same time, full crash reports are often not 
collected on reservation 
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SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS
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RECOMMENDATIONS
The South Dakota Department of Public Safety should expand 
its training on crash reports for all tribal and BIA law 
enforcement officers, tailored to tribal law enforcement.
The South Dakota Department of Transportation should work 
directly with tribal councils to establish crash reporting as a 
priority for law enforcement on tribal lands.
The South Dakota Department of Public Safety should 
encourage and facilitate grant applications from tribes to 
support tribal efforts to institute more effective internal 
processes to record and track crash data.
The South Dakota Department of Public Safety should make 
reporting as easy as possible for tribes.
The South Dakota Department of Transportation should 
motivate crash reporting by actively facilitating the identification 
of rural hazards on tribal lands and by funding improvements.
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ROAD SAFETY AUDIT FOR 
IMPROVEMENTS TO STANDING ROCK 

SIOUX TRIBE ROADS

A road safety audit is a formal safety 
performance examination of an existing or 
future road or intersection by an 
independent audit team.  Road safety audits 
help to promote road safety by identifying 
safety issues at the design and 
implementation stages, promoting 
awareness of safe design practices, 
integrating multimodal safety concerns, and 
considering human factors in the design. 
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RSA – Site Pictures

BIA 3 at Four-Mile Creek Bridge: arrow shows longitudinal crack in truss 
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SRST Testifies to Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs & Assumes IRR 

Program and Maintenance
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Testimony to Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs July 2007

“ The conditions for successful economic 
development on Indian Lands are essentially the 
same as for any other predominantly rural 
community. There must be community stability, 
including adequate law enforcement and judicial 
systems and basic  human services. There must 
be adequate infrastructure including roads, safe 
water and waste disposal systems, and power 
and communications utilities. When these 
systems are in place, Tribes are in the best position 
to implement economic development plans, taking 
into account the available natural resources, labor 
force, financial resources and markets”
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Testimony to Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs July 2007

Increase funding for the IRR Program in the next Highway 
Reauthorization Bill to meet Tribal Transportation needs of 
the 21st Century.
Increase Funding for the BIA Maintenance Program within 
the Interior and related Agencies Appropriations Act.
The BIA must comply with SAFETEA –LU’s mandate to 
distribute  available IRR Program funds for the use of 
Indian Tribes within 30 days of receipt of the funds.
Simplify the Federal Grant and Contract Application and 
Award process for Tribal Governments.
Implement model IDSA Contracts and Agreements so that 
Indian Tribes may more easily assume the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Duties for the IRR Program.
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Testimony to Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs July 2007

Conclusion – Indian Tribes are coming into their own in 
the transportation field. Tribal governments are focusing 
on long-range transportation planning, assuming the 
Interior Department’s duties for the IRR Program, 
partnering with States and County governments on 
mutually beneficial construction projects, and looking at 
innovative ways to finance the development of 
infrastructure on their reservations. These trends should 
be applauded and I wish to thank the members of this 
committee for the many beneficial legislative changes that 
you worked to include in SAFETEA-LU. Yet even with 
these successes many challenges still remain. Congress 
and the Administration must recognize that if Indian Tribes 
are to overcome these challenges, Tribal governments 
must be given the resources to succeed.
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Safety – “ At the Roads Edge “
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Safety – “ At the Roads Edge “
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Annual South Dakota Safety 
Conference
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