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To inform policy and investment,
we need to understand

• How does the movement of freight affect the 
transportation system?
– Contributions to congestion, infrastructure wear, safety, 
the environment, revenues

• How does the transportation system affect freight 
movement?
– Expected and unexpected delay, costs

• How does the economy adjust?
– Economic productivity, shifting economic activity among 
regions, global competitiveness
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To answer these questions,
we need to understand

• How much freight moves from place to place?
– Type of commodity
– Weight
– Value

• How is the freight carried?
– Mode of transportation
– Route used

• When is the freight carried?
– Season
– Time of day



4

101

12

57

65
6

60

14

114

85

103

52

28

37

58

93

75

83

56

110

25

50

23

31

35

113

7

2

74

70

53

41

88

96

80

39
108

34

8

42

92

59 111

102

98

99

24

45

104
61

5

13
11

51

109

47

64

100

82

10

66

1

48

29

105

87

20

68

54
55

72

71

21

84

9

97

46

40

69

77

38

90

19

79

22

32

17

94

112

91

67

Land Border Crossings: Laredo, TX; Blain,WA, International Falls, MN; Champlain/ 
Rouses Point,NY,; Alexandria Bay,NY; El Paso,TX; Brownsville/Hidalgo,TX; Ports: 
Beaumont,TX; Charleston,SC; Portland, ME;Savannah,GA; Morgan City,LA; Corpus 
Christi,TX; Lake Charles,LA; Baton Rouge, LA; Mobile, AL; Airport: Anchorage, AK
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Freight Volumes: Truck, Rail, & Water
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Trip length= <100 miles

100<Trip length =<200 miles

200<Trip length =<300 miles

300<Trip length =500 miles

Trip length >500 miles
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Agricultural Commodity Classification
SCTG Description

01 Live animals and fish 

02 Cereal grains (incl. seed) 

03 Fruits, nuts, vegetables, beans, seeds, & other agricultural 
products except animal feed 

04 Animal feed and products of animal origin 

05 Meat, fish, and seafood, and their preparations 

06 Milled grain and bakery products and preparations 

07 Other prepared food stuffs, and fats and oils (incl. dairy, 
processed foods, sugar, & other preparations) 

25 Logs and other wood in the rough  
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Agricultural Product Tonnage as a Share of 
All Commodities Transported

Animal feed,
1%

Logs, 2%

Cereal grains,
7%

Other prepared
foodstuffs,

3%

Live animals
& fish,
<1%

Meat
& seafood,

<1%

Milled grain &
bakery products,

<1%

Agricultural
commodites,

17%

Non-Agricultural
commodites,

83%

Fruits, nuts,
& vegetables,

3%
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Modal Share of Agricultural Commodity 
Tonnage

All Other
1.3%

Truck & Rail
0.4%

Water
4.7%

Rail
8.7%

Truck
84.9%
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Agricultural Transportation Issues
• Impacts of Renewable and Bio‐Fuels

– Changes in Agricultural/food production 
patterns and product movements

– Investment in equipment/facilities to 
ship/move alternative fuels

• Multimodal Freight System Efficiency
– Modal shifts, rail access and traffic pattern 

changes
– Environmental and air quality issues

• Impacts on the Rural Road Highway 
Infrastructure
– Investment/maintenance of rural road 

planning/finance
– capacity 
– management
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Themes GAO Identified in Reauthorization 
Proposals

• Define a federal role in freight 
goods movement

• Incorporate performance & 
accountability

• Promote better management / 
utilization of existing assets

• Use multiple funding sources 
• Link transportation policy & 
funding to environment and 
energy sectors
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Moving 
Forward

• Engage with the public sector (State and 
Local) 

• Expand to regional thinking
• Make sure the public sector understands 
your needs and you understand their 
processes
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Moderate High Very HighModerate High Very High
State 62 13 7 48 25 9 82
MPO 45 27 11 83
FHWA 22 19 0 56 20 2 78

No Data

2005 2006/07
Capacity Capacity

How Would You Rate Your Level of Capacity to 
Understand & Address Freight Transportation Needs?
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How High a Priority is Freight Transportation
in Your Organization?

Somewhat ExtremelySomewhat Extremely
State 41 41 55 23 78
MPO 50 25 75
FHWA 20 2 59 23 82

Priority Priority

No Data

2005 2006/07
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THANK YOU

Tony Furst
Federal Highway Administration

Director, Office of Freight Management and Operations
202‐366‐9210

Tony.Furst@dot.gov
www.fhwa.dot.gov

mailto:Tony.Furst@dot.gov
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